
It’s not unusual to see a couple of 

Young boats on the water at Crystal 

River, but many local anglers were 

surprised this past weekend when 

more than 20 of the boats gathered for 

Young Boats’ third Owners Tournament. 

Owners trailered their boats to the tourna-

ment from locations statewide, including 

Tallahassee, Ft. Lauderdale, St. Augustine, 

Sarasota and Merritt Island. The event 

kicked off with a captains’ meeting at the 

Plantation Resort on Friday night, and 

fishing began at dawn on Saturday. 

With a moderate early morning high tide, 

the ‘flotilla’ scattered along the Citrus 

County shoreline. Some boats went west 

to the spoil banks off the Crystal River 

Energy Complex and some fished the 

grass flats near the St. Martins Keys to 

the south. Others, mostly those with brave 

spirits, fished the rocky backwaters to the 

north near the Cross Florida Greenway. 

Both the Young 20 and the Young 24 will 

float in about a foot of water, but most 

owners consider them too pretty to scrape 

up on rocks. 

Getting shallow proved beneficial for Capt. 

Rick Franco from Tampa, as he found 

some nice redfish early, taking First Place 

in the Redfish Division using topwater 

plugs. Second Place was taken by Mike 

Smith, also from Tampa, in the same area. 

First Place in the Trout Division was taken 

by Mark Strickland, from Morriston and 

Second Place was taken by Bill Bach-

schmidt of Inglis. Curt Clark, of Tampa, 

took Third Place. 

Given the fact that king mackerel and 

cobia were both likely targets, a category 

was opened for either species. Stephanie 

Truman, a student at the University of 

Florida, fished aboard her dad’s Young 24, 

and won the Cobia/Mackerel Category 

with a 25 pounder. This was Stephanie’s 

second cobia award, having caught the 

winning fish in the 2009 Young Boats 

Tournament. The category’s Second Place 

went to Jeff Jacobs and Third Place was 

won by Ben Russ. 

Kids were also included in the tourna-

ment, with 9-year-old Curtis Launay of 

Merritt Island catching the biggest Kids’ 

Division seatrout, taking home a bunch of 

great boat gear that he’ll probably have to 

surrender to his dad and boat owner, Troy 

Launay. Prizes for the tournament were 

donated by many of Young Boat’s suppli-

ers and friends, including Calusa, Minn-

Kota, Garmin, Odyssey Batteries, Hella, 

Armstrong, Sea Claw Anchors and Tow 

Boat USA/Yankeetown. Prizes ranged in 

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SELECTS YOUNG 24
In the Fall of 2010 Young Boats was awarded a Federal contract 

to build a Young 24 for the Lower Suwannee (National Wildlife 

Refuge) of the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  Our 24 custom “Open 

Edition” was selected over all the competition due to the quality 

of construction and low maintenance; high sides yet shallow draft; 

and the large open cockpit which afforded a larger working area 

for the officers.   It was a pleasure working with 

Daryl Magnuson (Deputy Refuge Manager) 

as well as Daniel Barrand (Refuge 

Forester) who are using this boat in the 

management of the Lower Suwannee 

River and surrounding waters.  
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WINNER’S CORNER

value from $500 to $1500. All the proceeds were donated 

to The Shepherd’s Inn Ministries, a local charity involved 

in helping troubled youth. 

-Tommy Thompson 

Tommy Thompson is an outdoor writer and photographer 

based out of Gainesville, Florida. He writes the weekly 

online Big Bend Fishing4Cast and the monthly Big Bend 

Action Spotter for Florida Sportsman Magazine. His 

award‐winning book, The Saltwater Angler’s Guide to 

Florida’s Big Bend and Emerald Coast, was published by 

the University Press of Florida in 2009. The Saltwater An-

gler’s Guide to Tampa Bay and Southwest Florida will be 

published in 2012. In addition to his writing, he is also the 

Executive Director of the Florida Outdoor Writers Associa-

tion, the nation’s oldest and largest outdoor communica-

tors organization

SHEPHERD’S INN 
DONATION
As a result of greater 
than anticipated vendor 
contributions for our 
tournament prizes, 
Young Boats was able to 
make a donation to the 
Shepherd’s Inn Ministry.  
Young Boats supports 
Shepherd’s Inn as they 
minister to incarcerated 
young men at the 
Eckerd Youth facility in 
Brooksville, FL.  

REELLINE VOL VIREELLINE VOL VI

During this down turn in our nation’s economy, 

Young Boats has been privileged to diversify 

its business by repairing and/or completely 

refurbishing many different brands of boats.   

One of these boats was a 1986 Shamrock 

named “Little Toot” owned by the Drummond’s 

of Fowler Bluffs, FL.    As you can see from the 

before and after pictures, he underwent quite a 

beautiful transformation.

  “Thanks so much for the wonderful job you did with “Little Toot”!  We are so pleased 
with the quality of the work, the professionalism and the personal help and assistance.  
The pride and care your entire staff took with his rehabilitation was very obvious and 
greatly appreciated!  We can’t wait to get him in the water and show him off. “   

-Sincerely, Wayne and Robin Drummond

�9 �, �: �; �6 �9 �( �; �0 �6 �5

Angil Knighten

If you have called the Young Boats’ office recently, 

you have probably already met “Angil” (our new office 

manager), as she joined Young Boats nearly eight 

months ago. She has been a great addition to our staff 

bringing with her nearly 18 years experience in the 

boat manufacturing business. Prior to joining Young 

Boats, Angil held several positions at Pro-Line Boats 

out of Crystal River Florida.  At Pro-Line she worked in 

purchasing, accounting, inventory control, as well as 

various other warehouse and administrative positions.  

Angil is married to Robin, and, they have a beautiful 

11 year old daughter named, Emily.  Besides her top 

priorities of being a wife and mother, Angil loves to read 

and raise chickens (go figure?). We, at Young Boats, 

feel very grateful and honored to have Angil as a central 

part of our team.

Richard LaFontaine
Richard joined the Young Boats’ Team in March of 

2010 bringing with him a broad range of technical 

experience.  Originally from Massachusetts, and a 

mechanical engineer by profession, he retired from the 

Air Force after 21 years.  He was then employed in the 

textile industry designing machinery before starting 

his own tape and die cutting machine shop.  Richard 

has also worked as a business consultant for various 

manufacturing companies before retiring once again as 

Vice-President of Adhesive International. His hobbies 

include building 1/4 scale remote controlled model 

aircraft but he is truly a sailor at heart.   He has four 

grown daughters and a son, as well as13 grandchildren 

and for the past 22 years has been married to his lovely 

wife, Isabelle.

Jim Debes
Jim was raised in Orlando Florida where he was a 

welder and fabricator. He eventually developed and 

began his own business building race cars as well as 

custom sport cars.  Today, besides working part-time 

at Young Boats, Jim enjoys motorcycles, landscaping, 

cars, and woodworking. Jim and his wife, Lynda, have 

been together for thirty-eight years and have a lovely 

daughter, Diane.

FEATURED EMPLOYEES
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“FOREVER YOUNG” 
OWNER’S CLUB

In 2008 we began the “Foreven Young” 
owner’s club for customers that have 
purchased two or more Young Boats, or 
multiple Young boats in one family.  If any 
of you are interested in “joining” this club, 
please contact us. 

We at Young Boats, are excited to add 
the following new members to our 
“Forever Young” Owner’s Club.

ANDY & CAROL OPALESKI
2000 Young 20
2003 Young 20
2009 Young 24

JAMES WALTERS 
2009 Young 24
2011 Young 24

JOEY WIGLEY 
2009 Young 24
2010 Young 24

PETER A. DALY
2002 Young 20
2011 Young 24

JOSH DRECHSEL 
2006 Young 20
2011 Young 24

TOM TRUMAN 
2005 Young 20
2009 Young 24

HERB LEVINE 
2001 Young 20
2008 Young 24
2011 Young 24

New Options

YOUNG 24 BEYOND FLORIDA IN 2011
Young boats is proud to announce that 

in 2011 we have continued to expand 

beyond the Florida state line and added the 

following states to our Young 24 ownership:

Peter Daly 
Waretown, New Jersey

Daniel Hoffmeier
Mobile, AL

Wes Jordan
League City, TX

Have you seen the NEW Young Boats brochure?   
The NEW brochure was recently developed out of our conviction 
to help boat owners KNOW the “sheer” difference between 
a custom built Young Boat and a mass produced production 
boat.  The design, layout and graphics are the creation of Robb’s 
brother-in-law, Mike Posluszny.

Our brochure features both models of the Young 20 (Standard and Bay versions) as well as 
the Young 24 (Standard and Open versions).  It includes photos of differing configurations 
of many Young Boat models, showing interior layouts, specifications, features, options, and 
much more.  If you have not seen this brochure and would like one, please email us at  
info@young-boats.com or contact us on Facebook and we will be happy to mail you one.

For information on 
upcoming boat shows

RETRACTABLE WASHDOWN HOSE COOLER STEP FOR FRONT CASTING DECK

REMOVABLE REAR BENCH SEAT ENCLOSED HEAD WITH ELECTRIC FLUSH

One of our more popular new features is 
a 16ft retractable washdown (fresh or raw) 
hose mounted in front of the rear cast-
ing deck.  This convenient option allows 
the user to only pull out as much hose as 
needed and when done a stainless steel 
spring retracts the hose. 

The removable rear bench seat is a very 
smart option for families with young 
children.  With armrests and folding backrest, 
this seat will keep the kids secure and safe at 
higher speeds in choppy water.  

Over half of the Young 24’s built in 2010 and 
2011 have requested this new option.  This 
feature includes an eight gallon holding tank 
with selector valve for overboard or pump 
out discharge.  A porcelain head with electric 
flush cannot be found on many (if not any!) 
other bay boats in the current market. 

This option makes getting up and down 
from the front casting deck a lot easier and 
safer.  Heavily insulated, this 8” step is also 
an excellent cooler.  An integrated divider in 
the cooler provides a partition for drinks 
and sandwiches.  

Find Us On 
Facebook


